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The regime’s efforts to facilitate publicity for Sakharov’s views since
his return to Moscow are unprecedented. The state organization that
controls radio and television broadcasting allowed US television
networks to interview Sakharov in its studios. Sakharov said Saturday
that the Soviet weekly Literary Gazette had interviewed him and

l might publish the interview today, according to Western press

reporting.

1 affairs conference that the
>scow. The desire to remove
case as a roadblock to broadening scientific exchanges

with the West may also have been a factor, as Sakharov himself has
suggested.

Anticipated Domestic Benefits

The decision to arrange for Sakharov to be interviewed by domestic
and foreagn ‘media was also prompted by Gorbachev s need to

Many dnsgruntied officials and intellectuals see ‘the handling of
Sakharov asa key barometer of the reglme ] commltment to reform.

Many Sowet cultural, scientific, and anteuectual flgures and low-level

officials admire Sakharov, accordmg to interviews by USIA of

Westerners who have had contact with them. A KGB defector has
ported wi ;spread sympathy for Sakharov among intellectuals, who
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with Lenin in exile.
acheyv relies for his
akharov's welfare

was maintaing
recéjved a warm welcome on

irn to'the Institute of Physics last

ly expects that Sakharov’s freedom to speak will
éEhilg’etforts to lure ba ‘prominent Russian cultural figures who
have emigrated or defected to the West. The regime has recently
used intermediaries to make overtures about the return of theater
director Yuriy Lyubimov, who apparently will go back, and several
others, according to Western press reports and US Embassy
contacts. Last week, in an unusual, laudatory obituary of film director
Andrey Tarkovskiy, who had defected in Western Europe several
years ago, TASS lamented the continued foreign exile of Russian
cultural figures.

} to these abuses

Political Implications

No Soviet leader has gone to such lengths to court Soviet intellectuals

since the cultural thaw under Khrushchev. Gorbachev's doing so
suggests that he is willing, and possibly even compelled, to seek
support wherever he can find it. (

program for domestic
baden the arena and

12 7 January 1987




